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APPENDIX 

 

Cold War Conflicts of the Middle East Data Table (1945-1991) 

           War Actors/Participants   
Goals / Purpose of 

War 

Patterns of 

Prosecution 

/ Methods 

used in 

War 

Magnitude 

of War 

Iranian Crisis 

of 1946 

(Lenczowski, 

1980, p. 174-184)  

State vs. State Political, Ideological 

Irregular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

1 Year 

 

Low 

Casualties  

 

Civil War in 

Palestine (1947-

1948) 

(Morris, 2001, p. 

210-215) 

Political Group 

(Community) vs. 

Political Group 

(Community) 

Political, Ideological, 

Economic 

 

Irregular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

Asymmetric  

& Symmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

Low 

Casualties 

Arab-Israeli 

War of 1948 

(Morris, 2001, p. 

234) 

State vs. State 
Political, Ideological, 

Territorial 

Regular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

1 Year 

 

Low-Medium 

Casualties 

Jebel Akhdar 

War (1954-1959) 

(Lenczowksi, 

1980, p. 681-694) 

State vs. Non-State Political, Economic 

 

Regular 

Troops vs. 

Irregular & 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

5 Years 

 

Casualties  

Algerian War 

(1954-1962) 

(Horne, 2006) 

Nonstate vs. State Political (Independence) 

Regular 

Troops vs. 

Irregular & 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

7 Years 

 

Massive 

Casualties 
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Suez War (1956) 

(Morris, 2001, p. 

297) 

State vs. State 
Political, Economic, 

Territorial 

Regular 

Troops vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

1 Year 

 

Medium 

Casualties 

Intercommunal 

Violence in 

Cyprus (1955-

1967) 

(Mallinson, 

2005, p. 125-134) 

State & Non-state 

vs. Non-State 

Political, Economic, 

Territorial 

 

Irregular 

Troops vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

10 Years 

 

Low 

Casualties 

1958 Lebanon 

Crisis 

(Little, 1996) 

State vs. Non-State 

(Domestic Political 

Group) 

Political, Ideological 

Regular 

troops vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

Low 

Casualties  

 

1958-1959 Iraq 

Crisis 

(Marr, 2013, p. 

151-159) 

State vs. Non-State 

in 1958 & State & 

Tribes vs. Non-State 

& Tribes in 1959 

Political, Ideological 

 

Irregular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops & 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare  

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

Low 

Casualties  

North Yemen 

Civil War (1962-

1970) 

(Pollack, 2002, 

p. 698) 

Initially State vs. 

Non-State; then 

Non-State & State 

vs. State & State 

Political, Ideological 

 

Irregular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops & 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric & 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

8 Years 

 

Medium 

Casualties 
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Dhofar 

Rebellion (1962-

1976) 

(Lenczowski, 

1980, p.684-685) 

State vs. Non-State 

(Domestic Political 

Groups) 

Political, Ideological 

Regular & 

Irregular 

Troops vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

15 Years 

 

Low 

Casualties  

1963-1967 Aden 

Crisis 

(Hinchcliffe & 

Ducker, 2006, 

p.108) 

State vs. Non-State 
Political (Independence), 

Ideological 

 

Regular 

Troops vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

4 Years 

 

Low 

Casualties 

Six Day War 

(1967) 

(Morris, 2001, p. 

362)  

State vs. State Political, Territorial 

Regular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

1 Year 

 

High 

Casualties 

War of Attrition 

(1969-1970) 

(Morris, 2001, p. 

376) 

State & Non-State 

vs. State  
Political 

Regular & 

Irregular 

Troops vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric & 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

1 Year 

 

High 

Casualties 

Black 

September 

(1970-1971) 

(Morris, 2001, p. 

378) 

State vs. Non-State 

& State 
Political, Ideological 

 

Regular 

Troops vs. 

Irregular & 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric & 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

Low 

Casualties 
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Yom Kippur 

War (1973) 

(Morris, 2001, 

p.431 – 432) 

State vs. State 
Political, Economic, 

Territorial 

 

Regular 

Troops vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

1 Year 

 

High 

Casualties 

Turkish 

Operation to 

Cyprus (1974) 

(Mallinson, 

2005, p. 138) 

State & Non-State 

vs. State & Non-

State 

Political, Territorial 

Regular 

Troops vs. 

Irregular & 

Regular 

Troops 

Asymmetric & 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

Low-Medium 

Casualties 

Lebanese Civil 

War (1975-1990) 

(Traboulsi, 2007, 

p. 290) 

Non-State vs. Non-

State & Non-State 

vs. State 

Political & Ideological 

Irregular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops & 

Irregular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

15 Years 

 

High 

Casualties 

Syria Crisis 

(1979-1982) 

(Lenczowski, 

1980, p. 352) 

State vs. Non-State 

(Domestic Political 

Group) 

Political, Ideological 

Irregular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

3 Years 

 

Medium 

Casualties 

1979-1980 Iran 

Crisis 

(Abrahamian, 

1982, p. 529) 

State vs. Non-State Political, Ideological 

Irregular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

2 Years 

 

Medium 

Casualties 

Iran-Iraq War 

(1980-1988) 

(Tripp, 2008) 

State vs. State 
Political, Ideological, 

Geopolitical, Territorial 

 

Regular & 

Irregular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

8 Years 

 

High 

Casualties 
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Turkey-PKK 

Conflict (1984-

ongoing) 

(Marcus, 2007) 

State vs. Non-State 
Political, Ideological, 

Territorial 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Conflict 

Regional 

 

Ongoing 

 

High 

Casualties 

South Yemen 

Civil War (1986) 

(Brehony, 2011, 

p. 195-196) 

Non-State (State 

Political Faction) vs. 

Non-State (State 

Political Faction)  

Political, Ideological 

Irregular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

Medium 

Casualties 

Gulf War (1990-

1991) 

(Finlan, 2003) 

State vs. State Political 

Regular vs. 

Regular 

Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

1 Year 

 

High 

Casualties 

1991 Iraqi Crisis 

(Goldstein & 

Whitley, 1992) 

State vs. Non-State Political, Ideological 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

High 

Casualties 
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Post-Cold War Conflicts of the Middle East Data Table (c.1992-c.2014) 

War Actors/Participants   
Goals / Purpose of 

War 

Patterns of 

Prosecution / 

Methods 

used in War 

Magnitude in 

War 

Islamic 

Insurgency 

in Egypt 

(1992-

ongoing) 

(Gilles, 2003) 

State vs. Non-State Political, Ideological 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Conflict 

Local 

 

Ongoing 

 

Casualties  

Yemen Civil 

War (1994) 

(Weir, 2007) 

State vs. State  Political, Ideological 

Regular Troops 

vs. Regular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Conflict 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

Medium 

Casualties 

Islamic 

Extremism in 

Saudi Arabia 

(1995-

ongoing) 

(Bradley, 

2006, p. 113-

114) 

State vs. Non-State Political, Ideological 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Conflict 

 

Local 

 

Ongoing 

 

Low Casualties 

Second 

Intifada 

(2000-2007) 

(Baroud, 

2006) 

State vs State Political 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

7 Years  

 

Medium 

Casualties 

Invasion of 

Iraq (2003) 

(Pirnie & 

O’Connell, 

2008) 

State vs. State Political 

Regular vs. 

Regular Troops 

 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

1 Year 

 

High Casualties 

Iraqi 

Insurgency 

(2003-2011) 

(Rogers, 

2004) 

State vs. Non-State & 

Non-State vs. Non-

State 

Political, Ideological, 

Territorial, Economic 

Regular Troops 

vs Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

Ongoing 

 

High Casualties 
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Houthi 

Insurgency 

in Yemen 

(2004-

ongoing) 

(McGregor, 

2004, p. 4-6) 

State vs. Non-State 
Political, Ideological, 

Territorial 

Regular Troops 

vs. Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric & 

Symmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

10 Years 

 

High Casualties 

Iran-PJAK 

Conflict 

(2004-

ongoing) 

(Harbom et. 

al., 2006, p. 

627) 

State vs. Non-State 
Political, Ideological, 

Territorial 

Regular Troops 

vs. Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

Ongoing 

 

Low Casualties  

Operation 

Summer 

Rains (2006) 

(United 

Nations, 

2006) 

State vs. Non-State  Political 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

<1 Year 

 

Low Casualties 

2006 

Lebanon 

Conflict 

(Cohen-

Almagor & 

Amir, 2008) 

State vs. Non-State Political 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

Local 

 

<1 year 

 

Medium 

Casualties 

 

South Yemen 

Insurgency 

(2009-

ongoing) 

(Worth, 2009) 

State vs Non-State 
Political, Ideological, 

Territorial 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

Ongoing  

 

High Casualties  

Gaza War 

(2008-2009) 

(United 

Nations, 

2009) 

State vs. Non-State 

(Hamas) 
Political 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

(Qassam 

Brigades) 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local 

 

<1 Year 

 

Low-Medium 

Casualties 
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Operation 

Pillar of 

Defense 

(United 

Nations, 

2013) 

State vs. Non-State 

(Hamas?) 
Political 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local  

 

<1 Year 

 

Low Casualties 

2014 Israel-

Gaza 

Conflict 

(Dearden, 

2014) 

State vs. Non-State 

(Hamas) 
Political 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops 

(Qassam 

Brigades) 

 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Local  

 

<1 Year 

 

Medium 

Casualties 

Libya War  

(2011-

ongoing) 

(Pack, 2013) 

State vs. Non-State in 

2011,  

 

State & Non-State vs. 

State  & Non-State 

during the Civil War 

Political & Territorial 

Regular & 

Irregular 

Troops vs. 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops  

Local 

 

Ongoing 

 

Medium 

Casualties  

Syrian Civil 

War (2011-

ongoing) 

(Harris, 2018) 

State vs. Non-State & 

Non-State vs. Non-

State 

Political, Ideological, 

Territorial, Economic 

Regular & 

Irregular 

Troops vs. 

Regular vs. 

Irregular 

Troops  

 

Symmetric & 

Asymmetric 

Warfare 

Regional 

 

Ongoing 

 

High Casualties 

 


