🔹 Definitive Phase-Division Rule (Dataset Operational Standard)
Primary Criterion:
A new phase begins when the government that the rebels are fighting against changes — through overthrow, collapse, reconstitution, or recognized transition — thereby altering the political and institutional identity of the state adversary.

Explanation
The government defines the central pole of a civil war. When it changes (via coup, regime fall, interim authority, or internationally recognized succession), the entire configuration of the conflict changes.
Therefore, each phase corresponds to a distinct governing authority that constitutes the “government side” in the government–rebel duality.

Operational Applications
1. Regime Overthrow or Collapse → New Phase
· If the ruling regime falls, flees, or loses formal control (e.g., Siad Barre in Somalia 1991, Doe in Liberia 1990), the next political authority — even if fragmented or interim — defines the start of a new phase.
2. Transitional / Interim Governments → New Phase
· Transitional National Governments, Military Councils, or Provisional Authorities represent new “government sides,” even if short-lived, since they alter the locus of sovereignty.
3. Restoration or New Republic → New Phase
· Restoration of a previously ousted government, declaration of a new republic, or formal reconstitution of the state (e.g., TFG → FGS in Somalia) marks a distinct phase boundary.
4. Rebel Victory → Government Redefinition
· If the rebels overthrow the regime and form a new government (even if contested), that new government constitutes the next phase’s “government side.”
5. Absence of Central Government
· When no consolidated authority exists (e.g., Somalia 1992–2000), the phase is defined by interim or de facto structures — “absence of recognized government” becomes the government-side descriptor for that phase.

Dataset Summary Rule
Phase boundaries are drawn according to government succession, not rebel reorganization.
Rebel blocs and factions may evolve, merge, or fragment within phases, but only a government transition triggers a new phase.

Illustrative Example: Somalia
	Phase
	Government Side (Defining Marker)
	Timeframe
	Notes

	Phase I (1991–1992)
	Transitional collapse — fall of Siad Barre regime
	Jan 1991
	Central government ceases to function

	Phase II (1992–2000)
	No consolidated authority — factional interim councils
	1992
	De facto regional warlord rule

	Phase III (2000–2004)
	Transitional National Government (TNG)
	2000
	First internationally recognized post-collapse regime

	Phase IV (2004–2012)
	Transitional Federal Government (TFG)
	2004
	Federal transitional structure established

	Phase V (2012–ongoing)
	Federal Government of Somalia (FGS)
	2012
	Permanent federal institutions re-established



Resulting Advantages
✅ Objectivity: clear, observable phase boundaries (documented government transitions).
✅ Comparability: all wars segmented by uniform principle.
✅ Scalability: suitable for dataset coding and cross-case statistical analysis.
✅ Analytical Consistency: aligns perfectly with your government–rebel duality definition of civil war.

Would you like me to turn this principle into a one-paragraph formal “Phase Definition Statement” that you can paste directly into your dataset documentation (e.g., under Phase Coding Criteria)? It would read like a short academic-methodological note.

🔹 Definitive Phase Division Rule (Dataset Standard)
Phases are defined with respect to the change in the government that the rebels are fighting against.
Core Logic
Each phase represents a distinct governmental configuration—a new or restructured political authority that the rebel forces confront.
A phase transition occurs whenever the incumbent government changes in a way that materially alters the structure, legitimacy, or continuity of the state being contested.

Operational Triggers for Phase Change
1. Government Overthrow or Collapse
→ The previous regime ceases to exist or loses effective control.
Example: Somalia 1991 – Fall of Siad Barre regime → Phase I ends, Phase II begins.
2. Formation of New Transitional or Interim Authority
→ Emergence of a new state structure (e.g., council, provisional government, unity government).
Example: Somalia 2000 – Creation of TNG marks start of a new phase.
3. Major Reconstitution or Renaming of the Central Government
→ A successor framework (new charter, leadership, or seat of power) assumes formal continuity of the state.
Example: TFG (2004) replaces TNG → new phase.
4. Restoration or Legitimate Succession of Central Authority
→ Elections, recognized presidencies, or revived governments transform legitimacy and command structure.
Example: FGS (2012) succeeds TFG under permanent constitution → new phase.

Clarifications
· Rebel continuity is secondary: rebels may fragment or persist, but unless the government they fight against changes in structure or legitimacy, the phase continues.
· De facto fragmentation (no central government) counts as a distinct phase — e.g., “interregnum” or “stateless” period (like Somalia 1992–2000).
· Foreign-backed authority (transitional or hybrid regimes) still marks a new phase if it assumes nominal sovereignty.
· Government relocation (change of base without formal dissolution) does not create a new phase unless accompanied by reconstitution or leadership change.

Practical Example: Somalia
	Phase
	Period
	Defining Government
	Nature of Transition

	I
	1991–1992
	Transitional government collapse (Siad Barre ousted)
	Regime collapse → total state failure

	II
	1992–2000
	Transitional National Council / warlord fragmentation
	No central government (stateless interregnum)

	III
	2000–2004
	Transitional National Government (TNG)
	First internationally recognized interim authority

	IV
	2004–2012
	Transitional Federal Government (TFG)
	Federal charter replaces TNG framework

	V
	2012–ongoing
	Federal Government of Somalia (FGS)
	Permanent constitutional government established



Summary Principle
In this dataset, a phase begins and ends according to transformations in the governing structure of the state apparatus being contested, not according to rebel-side dynamics or short-term military developments.
This rule ensures consistency across all wars — it allows the dataset to align phase boundaries with changes in the formal object of rebellion (the state), which is conceptually precise and empirically observable.

Would you like me to phrase this as a short "Phase Definition Protocol" entry (like a handbook paragraph) so you can include it directly in your dataset’s methodological appendix?


